Just English. The State of Britain. Advanced Course. UNIT 14-A 

UNIT 14-A. TALKING POINT INCLUDEPICTURE "http://news2.thls.bbc.co.uk/furniture/nothing.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

:  ARE LAWYERS GREEDY?
  YOUR REACTION
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A lawyer opened the door of his BMW, when suddenly a car came along and hit the door, ripping it off completely. When the police arrived at the scene, the lawyer was complaining bitterly about the damage to his precious BMW. "Officer, look what they've done to my Beeeeemer!!!", he whined. "You lawyers are so materialistic, you make me sick!!!", retorted the officer. "You're so worried about your stupid BMW, that you didn't even notice that your left arm was ripped off!" "Oh no!", replied the lawyer, finally noticing the bleeding left shoulder where his arm once was. "Where's my Rolex???!!!"

Given below are the results of a BBC opinion poll on public attitudes toward the legal profession.

Be ready to join the debate and express your opinion. 

Sum up the views FOR and AGAINST.

As a law student, I become somewhat dismayed at the general public's attitude toward lawyers. If a doctor were receiving a payment of £22,000 no one would dare question it. It appears that because the job of a lawyer is to interpret complex legal theory and precedents and apply them to a person's circumstances, thereby translating them into layman's terms, now any Joe Bloggs thinks that he can do the same job with a 'Bluffer's Guide to the Law' under his arm.
Cathy Hughes, Scotland 

Lawyers are parasites on the back of the British taxpayer. The borderline between them and the criminals they represent is so blurred that they frequently cross over. Criminals are aided by a “closed shop” legal fraternity, which only takes action when their members are so far across the line that they know the public might one day succeed in getting real justice. Lawyers – I hate them cordially!!! 
G.A.Noble, UK 

I am a legal expert who has just saved a client £6 million in a dispute with another firm. It took me half an hour because of my 20 year experience. How much should I be paid? Do you count the time spent in training for the past decades?
Jess Turner, UK 

Some lawyers have bastardized science to make a buck! They are like a bunch of hookers! 

Michael Fumento, USA

Lawyers, as referred to in the question are actually barristers. Of course controls over their fees are to be welcomed. However, the work that barristers do is important and demanding of both intellect and time. To fail to recognise this will be a mistake that our successors will tear their hair about. 
Steve (A law student), UK 

Initially, let me establish my position. I have turned to lawyers on a few occasions, and I know a bit about how they work. However I am not one myself. MOST lawyers are not greedy, as is true for any profession. A provincial solicitor handling dull and routine work charges around £100 per hour – but don't forget that they have legal assistants (usually very qualified), secretaries, receptionists, rent, rates, electricity, etc. to pay out of that. A small minority get to do high profile work such as libel cases where the sums of money won and lost are excessive, so why shouldn't they get their full share?!
Keith Lomax, UK 

They are not all greedy. Greed is relative and at least they earn their money with years of hard work perfecting their skills – footballers, politicians, media moguls. Greedy? No. Lucky – yes. Wouldn't you earn it if you could? Be honest, of course you would. Money enables people to do good if they want. 
Jarrod Parker, Trainee Solicitor, England 

When it comes to money, people are basically the same, no matter what business they are in. The legal profession enjoys a special status because those who practice law and those who make the law are often the same people. The legal business has been turned into some kind of mystical hocus pocus over the years, and has been purposely made obscure, complicated, and difficult to understand, in order to force the public to consult lawyers. Entry into the profession has also been made more difficult than necessary so that there won't be too many people competing for the work.
Jim Hubbell, USA 

Do we really trust our whole legal system to people who can take so much money off the people they are protecting? I don't think so!
J.P. Jennings , UK 

The capitalist world by its very nature has to provide great motivation for very highly skilled professionals so that they don't just sit on their hands all day.  Many professionals in the financial community (including those on the technology side) make excessive amounts of money but no one pays them any attention. The publicity only surrounds lawyers because we need them so much.  A significant number of senior lawyers are extremely experienced and their salaries should reflect this - but within the bounds of reason.
Terry Robinson, United Kingdom 

They are overpaid because essentially the courts are a "closed shop" environment. Lawyers often exploit the misery of those whose interests they are supposed to defend. Also, malicious lawsuits are often immorally encouraged or supported by the greed of the lawyers who will profit from a client's idiocy in pursuing them. The legal men should be avoided at all costs if you want to keep some of your wealth and sanity.

Nick Hosking, Australia 

Sure, they are greedy. However, we do live in a capitalist society - greed is good. If certain lawyers have a reputation for delivering the goods, then they can charge whatever fees the market will tolerate. Of course, like most professionals, they hide behind jargon and mystique, to undertake work that would often be better executed by those who hire them. Why should we complain about lawyers, when we quite happily pay financial planners big bucks to manage our life savings, when all they do is access software freely available to us all? Like anything, if it's all too hard or you cannot be bothered, then pay through the nose for "expert" services. 

Tom Bowshall, Australia 

Humankind has embraced capitalism as its favorite religion. Greed is commandment number one. Lawyers, among virtually every other successful category of competitive participants in this religion, endorse this commandment. No surprise!

Andy Campbell, USA
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IS JUSTICE GREEDY?

It's hardly news that lawyers' fees are high! As the system's gatekeepers, lawyers place a charge on access to justice which is beyond the reach of many. Critics accuse lawyers of making legal services an expensive luxury, and they challenge lawyers to re-think the way their services are provided and priced. In particular, there is an idea to stop billing by the hour and start charging by the case. Another initiative is that there is a need for ceilings, instead of an open-sky practice.

Criticism of lawyers' fees is almost as old as the profession itself and the present situation is no worse than before. But public tolerance has changed. Imagine if airlines charged on the same basis as lawyers: an hourly fee, with no guarantees of any limit and the price escalating as delays, bad weather and mechanical failures occurred.

What is to be done? Can the profession set its own house in order? The problem is not so much high fees in themselves; there's nothing wrong with charging a rich tariff to those who can afford it. After all, it is said, lawyers are selling a valuable commodity and are entitled to expect top-dollar remuneration.

But lawyers, unlike bankers, are not just another sector of the business world. They have great sway over a legal     system supposedly committed to social justice. And it is one of that system's virtues that justice is not for sale to the highest bidder. As long as lawyers are beyond the pocket of most citizens, it means social injustice!!!

Sadly, the legal profession too easily mistakes its own interests for those of the public. Allowing paralegals and others to offer more legal services might be a good start.  A more practical, effective solution would be to let lawyers retain their monopoly, but only on the condition that they truly serve the public. This means that there must be more citizens and clients involved in running the profession, that lawyers must be answerable to someone other than themselves, that they should pay for their monopolistic privilege by contributing a share of their fees to funding legal services for poorer litigants, and that fees should be regulated for price as well as quality.

As long as access to justice depends on access to lawyers, society must oblige the legal profession to meet its public responsibilities – the leading one being that legal services must be genuinely available to all. 

Allan C. Hutchinson, (teaches law at Osgoode Hall at York University)

TASK 1. Explain the meaning of the following words and expressions. Make up one sentence using them all.
1. Joe Bloggs  
2. ‘closed shop’ 

3. to pay through the nose  

4. top-dollar remuneration 
5. paralegal  

6. “Justice is not for sale to the highest bidder” 
TASK 2. Find in the text above the English equivalents for the following words and expressions. Use them while discussing the issue of lawyer’s high fees.
1. теория права
2. непрофессионал; неспециалист

3. гонорары юристов
4. “дорогое удовольствие” 

5.  “первая заповедь”

6. ненавидеть кого-л. лютой ненавистью  

7. получить свою долю по заслугам

8. выполнить взятые на себя обязательства / оправдать надежды

9. выложить бешеные деньги 
10. быть за пределами возможностей

11. быть не по карману для большинства граждан
12. иметь большое влияние

13. привести в порядок свои дела 

14. быть подотчетным кому-то
15. оттачивать свои умения
16. являться побуждающим моментом
17. сидеть сложа руки, бездействовать; палец о палец не ударить

18. в разумных пределах

19. любой ценой, во что бы то ни стало

20. “Когда речь заходит о деньгах….”
TASK 3. Read the selection of opinions given above and answer the following questions:

1. How do lay people describe a lawyer’s duties?

2. Why is a lawyer’s job so important?

3. Why are lawyers’ fees high?

4. What are the expenses paid by an average solicitor?

5. Why are lawyers’ fees so controversial?

6. How could the legal profession be modernized and made available to all?

7. How do members of the legal profession defend their honour?
TASK 4. Study the article ‘IS JUSTICE GREEDY?’ and translate it into Russian in writing.
TASK 5. Study the selection of opinions given above and make a detailed account of the general public attitudes toward lawyers. Continue the following chart:
	FOR
	AGAINST

	· The work that barristers do is important and demanding of both intellect and time….

	· Lawyers are parasites on the back of the British taxpayer….



DISCUSSION  and  CREATIVE  WRITING 

Study the following statements, taken from opinion poll on lawyers’ greediness.
Say if you share/oppose these opinions. Justify your point of view. Quote the most interesting statements. 

Write an essay on one of the following issues and submit it to our site

 www.just-english.ru     The best essays will be published.

· “Any Joe Blow thinks that he can do the same job with a 'Bluffer's Guide to the Law' under his arm.”

· “Lawyers  are parasites on the taxpayers’ backs.”
· “Lawyers are like rhinoceroses: thick skinned, short-sighted, and always ready to charge.” 
· “The legal business has been turned into some kind of mystical hocus pocus over the years.”

· ”Entry into legal profession has been made more difficult than necessary so that there won't be too many people competing for the work.”

· “The publicity only surrounds lawyers because we need them so much.”

· “Lawyers often exploit the misery of those whose interests they are supposed to defend. “

· “The legal men should be avoided at all costs if you want to keep some of your wealth and sanity.”

· “Humankind has embraced capitalism as its favorite religion. Greed is commandment number one.”

· “There's nothing wrong with charging a rich tariff to those who can afford it.”

· “Justice is not for sale to the highest bidder.”

JUST FOR FUN
A fox may steal your hens, Sir,
A whore your health and pence, Sir
Your daughter rob your chest, Sir,
Your wife may steal your rest, Sir,
A thief - your goods and plate.
But this is all but picking,
With rest, pence, chest and chicken;
If ever was decreed, Sir,
If lawyer's hand is fee'd, Sir,
He steals your whole estate.
                                                John Gay (The Beggar's Opera)
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