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CROSS-CULTURAL CONRTOVERSIES // A
1) Give the English equivalents for the following expressions:

	1. атмосфера терпимости
	

	2. безответственные политические шаги
	

	3. вмешиваться во внутренние дела
	

	4. внутреннее, внутригосударственное право
	

	5. вопросы, относящиеся к Исламу
	

	6. выразить серьезную озабоченность
	

	7. высказать серьезный протест
	

	8. выступить в роли посредника
	

	9. законодательные органы
	

	10. международное законодательство
	

	11. не поддерживать ни одну из сторон
	

	12. незнание традиций и обычаев
	

	13. неизбежное зло
	

	14. области интересов
	

	15. обратиться в суд, предъявить иск
	

	16. определять законность чего-л.
	

	17. отношение как  к равному
	


2) Translate the following extract into Russian:

Sharia is the body of Islamic religious law. The term means "way" or "path to the water source"; it is the legal framework within which the public and some private aspects of life are regulated for those living in a legal system based on Islamic principles of jurisprudence and for Muslims living outside the domain. Sharia deals with many aspects of day-to-day life, including politics, economics, business, family, sexuality, hygiene, and social issues. Not being a strictly static codified set of laws Sharia is more of a system of how law ought to serve humanity. It is based on the Qur'an (the religious text of Islam), the sayings and doings of Muhammad and his companions, and centuries of debate, interpretation and precedent. Islamic law is now the most widely used religious law, and one of the three most common legal systems of the world alongside common law and civil law. 

3) Sum up the content of the article in 3 sentences:
Why is Sharia law in the news?
An Islamic court in Nigeria yesterday upheld a sentence of death by stoning for a woman accused of adultery. The case is the latest in a series of sentences passed under Sharia law - a set of religious laws adopted over the past two years in northern regions of Nigeria, which have predominantly Muslim inhabitants. Sharia law is implemented to varying degrees in different Islamic countries - from the beheadings of Saudi Arabia, to the relatively liberal social modes of Malaysia. Sharia is a religious code for living, in the same way that the Bible offers a moral system for Christians. It is adopted by most Muslims to a greater or lesser degree as a matter of personal conscience, but it can also be formally instituted as law by certain states and enforced by the courts. Many Islamic countries have adopted elements of Sharia law, governing areas such as inheritance, banking and contract law. "Sharia governs the lives of people in ways which are not governed by the law," says Lynn Welchman, director of the Centre for Islamic and Middle Eastern Law. "Over 50 countries are members of the Organisation of Islamic Conference, and you can expect there will be some form of compliance with Sharia - either in people's personal lives or enforced through the courts by the state. A lot of states in the Middle East are taking more elements of Sharia into their state laws." Under Sharia many offences carry specific penalties, set by the Koran and by the prophet Mohammed. These include unlawful sexual intercourse (outside marriage); false accusation of unlawful intercourse; the drinking of alcohol; theft; and highway robbery. Sexual offences carry a penalty of stoning to death or flogging while theft is punished with cutting off a hand. "This is a system of criminal law which has become a potent symbol of Islamisicing the law," says Dr Welchman. "But there is the question of whether it's actually applied in the countries which have adopted it. There is supposed to be a very high burden of proof, but that clearly often doesn't happen in practice." The harsh sentence imposed on the Nigerian woman is already provoking violence between Muslim and Christian communities. The Nigerian justice minister, Godwin Agabi, declared that "a Muslim should not be subjected to a punishment more severe than would be imposed on other Nigerians for the same offence". Mr Agabi noted that Nigeria "cannot be indifferent" to international outrage over the sentences. The situation is likely to be further inflamed in the run-up to the coming elections. 

4) Watch the video and sum up its content in 3 sentences.
5) Write down the extract from the lecture of the Archbishop of Canterbury “Calls for Some Sharia Law in Britain”

6) Comment on the statement below, using no less than 10 active vocabulary items from TASK 1. (5 sentence limit)
“Laws bind us as a nation and are there for a reason. First and foremost, anyone living in this country is its citizen and thus has to abide its law - nothing else, irrespective of religion or otherwise, is of primary importance.” Adrian Sweeding, Birmingham 
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